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BUREAU OF COMMUNITY PROGRAM
UCENSURE AND CERTIFICATIONRE: Draft Regulations, No. 10-186

Dear Ms. Staloski:
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If, according to the Pennsylvania Department of Health, a coexistent mental
disorder is an expectation in a person presenting for substance abuse treatment, and
mental health and substance abuse diagnoses are equally primary, then it would appear
that the EHPAA privacy rules applying to mental health treatment should be applicable.
Consequently, the restrictions that HIPAA places on the information that should be released to
insurance companies on mental health patients should also apply to the information released
about drug and alcohol patients. As we noted previously the proposed regulations of the
Department of Health would permit detailed information that exceeds a reasonable determination
of what constitutes a summary and what would be minimally necessary according to HIPAA
standards.

We request that IRRC reject these draft regulations until they come into compliance with
existing federal law.

Samuel Knapp, EdD.
Director of Professional Affairs

cc: Scott Schalles, mdependent Regulatory Review Commission


